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Integral foliated simplicial volume
and ergodic decomposition

CLARA LOH
GIOVANNI SARTORI

Abstract

We establish an integration formula for integral foliated simplicial volume along ergodic decomposi-
tions. This is analogous to the ergodic decomposition formula for the cost of groups.

Volume simplicial feuilleté intégral et décomposition ergodique

Résumé

Nous établissons une formule d’intégration pour le volume simplicial feuilleté intégral sur des
décompositions ergodiques. Celle-ci est analogue a la formule de décomposition ergodique pour le cofit
des groupes.

1. Introduction

The integral foliated simplicial volume is a dynamical version of the simplicial volume
of manifolds: It measures the size of fundamental cycles of a manifold M with respect
to twisted coefficients in L (X, u, Z), where 1 (M) ~ (X, u) is a probability measure
preserving action on a standard Borel probability space (see Section 2 for the definitions).
The integral foliated simplicial volume provides upper bounds for the L>-Betti numbers [7,
p- 305f][17] and the cost of the fundamental group [13].

In the case of a residually finite fundamental group, a dynamical system of particular
interest is the profinite completion. The cost of the action on the profinite completion is the
rank gradient [1]. Analogously, the integral foliated simplicial volume with respect to the
profinite completion equals the stable integral simplicial volume [15, Remark 6.7]. The
stable integral simplicial volume is one of the few known upper bounds for logarithmic
torsion homology growth [5, Theorem 1.6]. However, as in the fixed price problem for
the cost of groups, it is unknown in general whether different essentially free dynamical
systems can lead to different values for the same manifold; in particular, which dynamical
systems can be used for logarithmic torsion growth estimates?

This work was supported by the CRC 1085 Higher Invariants (Universitit Regensburg, funded by the DFG) and
is partially based on GS’s MSc project.
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Following the theory for cost [8, Corollary 10.14], it has been shown that the integral
foliated simplicial volume is monotonic with respect to weak containment of dynamical
systems [5, Theorem 1.5] and that for several classes of manifolds all essentially free
dynamical systems lead to the same value [5, Theorem 1.9][3][14].

In the present paper, in analogy with the ergodic decomposition formula for the cost of
groups [10, Proposition 18.4], we show in Section 4:

Theorem 1.1. Let M be an oriented closed connected manifold with fundamental group T,
let (a,u): T' ~ X be a standard probability action, and let B: X — Erg(a) be an
ergodic decomposition of (a, u). Then

) = [ a1 @2 g
X

In particular, there exists an ergodic parameter space that realises the integral foliated
simplicial volume:

Corollary 1.2. Let M be an oriented closed connected manifold with fundamental group T.
Then there exists an essentially free ergodic standard T'-space (a, u) with

M| = || (.

Proof. Taking products of standard actions shows that there is an essentially free standard
probability action (e, u): I' ~ X with |M| = |M|‘®*) [15, Corollary 4.14]. Let
B: X — Erg(a@) be an ergodic decomposition for («, u), as provided by the ergodic
decomposition theorem [19] (Theorem 3.5). The ergodic decomposition formula for
integral foliated simplicial volume (Theorem 1.1) gives

M| = |M] @) = / IM] B du(x).
X

Moreover, by definition, |M]| (@Bx) > |M] for all x € X. Therefore, we obtain
M| = |m| (@5

for u-almost every x € X. As a is essentially free, there also exists an x € X such that the
I"-action on X is essentially free with respect to 8, and simultaneously |M| = |M| (@.Bx)
is satisfied (Remark 3.7). By construction, 8, is ergodic. O

For the proof of Theorem 1.1, we first show that for each standard action a: I' ~ X,
there is a countable subcomplex X.(M, X;Z) of the (strict) chain complex B(X, Z) ®zr
C.(M;Z) with the following property: For every I'-invariant probability measure v on X,
we have

|M| (@) = inf{ |c] (¥ | ¢ € 2.(M, X;Z) is a fundamental cycle}.
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The ergodic decomposition formula can then be viewed as an instance of switching this
particular infimum with integration.

A weaker result relating integral foliated simplicial volume and ergodic parameter
spaces was already known:

Proposition 1.3 ([ 15, Proposition 4.17]). Let M be an oriented closed connected manifold
with fundamental group . Then, for every € € Ry, there exists an ergodic standard
I-space (@, ) such that

|M| (@) < |M| +e.

The following terminology is borrowed from the theory of cost [6]:

Definition 1.4 (fixed price [13, Definition 1.3]). Let M be an oriented closed connected
manifold; we say that M has fixed price if |M] ‘") = |M|(?**") holds for all essentialy
free standard I'-spaces (a, u) and (a’, u’).

As in the case of cost the fixed price problem for manifolds is still open:
Question 1.5 (fixed price problem [5, Question 1.13]). Do all oriented closed connected
manifolds have fixed price?
1.1. Organisation of this paper

We recall the definition of integral foliated simplicial volume in Section 2; ergodic
decompositions are recalled in Section 3. The proof of Theorem 1.1 is given in Section 4.

2. Integral foliated simplicial volume

Parametrised simplicial volume and integral foliated simplicial volume arise as a dynamical
generalisation of integral and real simplicial volume: One replaces the constant integral/real
coeflicients with twisted coefficients of spaces of (essentially) bounded integer-valued
functions [7, p. 305f][17].

2.1. Basic definitions

A standard Borel space is a measurable space that is isomorphic to a Polish space together
with its Borel o-algebra [9].

Definition 2.1 (standard (probability) actions and bounded functions).

o A standard action is a measurable action of a countable group on a standard
Borel space.
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e A standard probability action is a pair (@, i), where @: I' ~ X is a standard
action and where y is an a-invariant probability measure on X.

e If (o, u): ' ~ X is a standard probability action, then we equip the Z-module
L*®(X, u,Z) of u-equivalence classes of measurable u-essentially bounded
functions X — Z with the ZI'-module structure

L®(X,u,Z) xI' — L®(X, u,Z)
(foy)— (x> fly-x)).
The resulting ZI'-module is denoted by L™ («, u, Z).

In the following, in the notation of functions spaces etc. we will always use “a” instead
of “X” to emphasise the underlying action instead of the underlying measure space.

Let M be a connected manifold with fundamental group I' and universal cover-
ing m: M- M.IfAisa right ZI'-module, then we denote the twisted singular chain
complex and the twisted singular homology of M with coefficients in A by (where I acts
by deck transformations on the singular simplices of M):

C.(M;A) := A ®zr C.(M;2)
H.(M;A) = H.(C.(M; A)).
For the constant coefficients Z, the universal covering map induces a Z-chain isomorphism

between the untwisted singular chain complex of M with Z-coefficients and Z&zr C. (M;2).
We will always use this identification for C.(M;Z).

Definition 2.2 (parametrised fundamental cycles). Let M be an oriented closed connected
manifold with fundamental group T, let (e, 1) : I' ~ X be a standard probability action.
We write

i\ C(M;Z) — C.(M;L%(a, 1, Z))

for the chain map induced by the inclusion of Z into L*(«, i, Z) as constant functions.
All cycles in C..(M; L% (e, u,Z)) representing

(M) = H, (i) (IM]z) € Ho(M; L (a, 1,2)
are called (a, u)-parametrised fundamental cycles of M.

Definition 2.3 (integral foliated simplicial volume). Let M be an oriented closed connected
manifold with fundamental group I'" and let (@, ): I' ~ X be a standard probability
action.
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A chain Z;ﬂ:l fi®o; € Co(M;L%(a, u,Z)) is in reduced form if for all j, k €
{1,...,m} with j # k we have that 7 o 0; # 7 o 0. In other words the singular
simplices o7, . . ., 0y, of M arise from different simplices in M. Reduced forms
are essentially unique (up to the I'-action on the simplices).

Let ¢ = ZTZI fi®o; € Co(M;L>®(e, u,Z)) be in reduced form. The (a, u)-

parametrised £'-norm of c is
m
el @ =3 [ 15 du € oo
17X

The (a, u)-parametrised simplicial volume of M is the infimum

c € Ci(M;L”(a, u,2)) is an
(a, p)-parametrised fundamental cycle |

|M| () = inf { || )

The integral foliated simplicial volume |M| of M is the infimum of the |M| (ap)
over all isomorphism classes of standard probability actions (@, u): I' ~ X.

If € H.(M;L*(a, u, Z)), then we denote
12]¢H) = inf{|e] ‘") | ¢ € C.(M;L™(a, 1, Z)) and [c] = ¢}
so that we can express the (a, y)-parametrised simplicial volume of M as |[M](®H)| (@),

Proposition 2.4 (comparison with integral and real simplicial volume [15, Proposi-
tion 4.6]). Let M be an oriented closed connected manifold with fundamental group T'.
For every standard probability T'-action (a, ), we have

1Mz < 1M] < IM]“*H) < | M|z,
where ||M||gr and ||M||z denote the real and integral simplicial volume, respectively.

Computations of integral foliated simplicial volume have been performed for various
oriented closed connected aspherical manifolds [2, 3, 4, 5, 14, 15, 17].

2.2. A strict version

For the proof of Theorem 1.1, we will need to consider chains and norms with respect
to different probability measures on the same measurable action. In order to avoid
complications caused by sets of measure 0 with respect to different measures, we explain
how to compute the integral foliated simplicial volume via strict chains.
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Definition 2.5 (bounded functions). If @: I' ~ X is a standard action, we equip the
Z-module B(X,Z) of measurable bounded functions X — Z with the induced right
ZI'-module structure given by
B(X,Z) xT' — B(X,Z)
(foy)— (x> fly-x).

This ZI'-module is denoted by B(«, Z).

If (e, u): I' ~ X is a standard probability action, then there is a canonical isomor-
phism L®(«, u,Z) = B(a,2)/N(a, u,Z) of ZI'-modules, where N(a, 1, Z) C B(a,Z)
is the ZI'-submodule of functions that are u-almost everywhere 0. Moreover, as bounded

functions to Z only take on finitely many different values, B(a, Z) is generated as a
Z-module by the set {y4 | A C X measurable}.

Definition 2.6 (parametrised strict fundamental cycles). Let M be an oriented closed
connected manifold with fundamental group I" and let @ : I" ~ X be a standard action.
We write

iy C(M;Z) — C.(M;B(a,Z))

for the chain map induced by the inclusion of Z into B(«, Z) as constant functions. All
cycles in C.(M; B(a, Z)) representing

H.(j3)(IM]z) € H.(M;B(a,Z))
are called a-parametrised strict fundamental cycles of M.

In the same way as for L*™-coefficients, we can introduce a notion of chains to be in
reduced form in C.(M;B(a, Z2)).

Definition 2.7 (¢! -norm for strict chains). Let M be an oriented closed connected manifold
with fundamental group I' and let (a, u): T' ~ X be a standard probability action. If
c= Z;”:] fi®oj € C.(M;B(a,Z)) is in reduced from, then we define

|C|(m,u) = Z/|f/| du € Ryp.
j=1 X

Proposition 2.8 (integral foliated simplicial volume via strict chains). Let M be an
oriented closed connected manifold with fundamental group T and let (a,u): I’ ~ X be
a standard probability action. Then

[M| () = inf{ [c] (-H) ’ c € C.(M;B(a,2)) is a strict fundamental cycle}.
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Proof. The canonical map ¢: B(a,Z) — L%(a, u,Z) acts as identity on constant
functions. The induced chain map

o, : C*(M;B(Q,Z)) — C*(M;Lm(a,u,Z))

satisfies il(\;’” ) =@, 0 Jpy and thus maps a-parametrised strict fundamental cycles (in

reduced form) to (@, p)-parametrised fundamental cycles (in reduced form). Moreover,
®, is isometric with respect to | - | (@) Therefore, the estimate “<” of the claim holds.

For the converse estimate, we argue via the approximation of boundaries: Let n :=
dim M and let ¢ € C,,(M; L™ (a, 1, Z)) be an («, p)-parametrised fundamental cycle. It
suffices to find an a-parametrised strict fundamental cycle having norm at most |c| (ap)
By definition, there exist a fundamental cycle ¢z € C.(M;Z) of M and a chain d €
Cnrt (M; L™ (@, p, Z)) with

c=cz+0d € Cy(M;L™ (e, 1, Z)).

With ¢ also @, is surjective in every degree. Let d e Cp+1(M;B(a,Z)) be a chain
with @, (d) = d. For the strict chain

Ci=cz+dd e Cn(M;B(a,Z))

we obtain the estimate

|e] (@) = |, (&) @+ (®. is isometric)
= lez + @, (ad)| "+ iy = @, 0 ji)
= |cz + 0@y (d)] (H) (®.. is a chain map)
= lez +ad| ' (@11(d) = d)
- |c|(‘”‘)

By construction, ¢ is an a-parametrised strict fundamental cycle of M. This completes
the proof of the estimate “>" of the claim. O

Remark 2.9 (decomposition into invariant subspaces). Let M be an oriented closed
connected n-manifold, letT" := 71 (M), and let @: I' ~ X be a standard action. Let A € X
be a measurable subset with - A = A andlet A == X \ A; then the restrictions a|4: ' ~ A
andalz: '~ A are standard actions. If ¢, ¢ € C,(M;B(«, Z)) are fundamental cycles,
then also

XA c+xz-C€C(M;B(a,Z))

is a fundamental cycle. Here, ya - ¢ and x z - ¢ come from the B(a, Z)'-ZI'-bimodule
structure on B(«, Z); more explicitly, if ¢ = Zf-‘zl fi ® oy is a strict chain, then y4 - ¢
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denotes the strict chain Zl’le (xa-fi)®o; = Zf.‘zl fila ® o7y, this is well-defined because
A satisfies I' - A = A. Indeed the mutually inverse isomorphisms

B(a,Z) «— B(ala,Z) ® B(a|3,2)
fr—=(fla, fl3)
gla+hlz—i(g.h)
of ZI'-modules induce an isomorphism
C.(M;B(a,Z)) = C.(M;B(a|a,Z)) ® C.(M;B(al|5.Z))

of Z-chain complexes that is compatible with the inclusions of C.(M;Z) as constant
chains. Hence, the a-parametrised strict fundamental cycles of M correspond to pairs of
@|a- and | ;-parametrised strict fundamental cycles of M. In particular, y4 - ¢+ x7 - ¢
is an a-parametrised strict fundamental cycle of M.

3. Ergodic decomposition
We quickly recall a version of the ergodic decomposition theorem, introduce notation,
and collect some basic properties that will be used in Section 4.

Definition 3.1 (ergodicity). A standard probability action (a, u): I' ~ X is ergodic if
for every measurable subset A € X with"- A = A, we have

u(A)=0 or u(A)=1.
Definition 3.2 (spaces of measures). Let a: I' ~ X be a standard action;

(1) We denote the set of probability measures on X by Prob(X);

(2) We write Prob(a) c Prob(X) for the subset of all probability measures u on X
for which the action « is u-preserving.

(3) We write Erg(a) c Prob(a) for the subset of all @-invariant probability measures
that are ergodic.

Definition 3.3 (ergodic decomposition). An ergodic decomposition of a standard proba-
bility action (a,u): I' ~ X is amap B: X — Erg(a) (and we will write B, for 8(x))
with the following properties:
(1) For every measurable subset A ¢ X the evaluation map
x F— Bx(A)
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is measurable;
(2) For every measurable subset A C X, we have u(A) = fx Bx(A) du(x);
(3) Forall x € X and for all y € I', we have 8,.x = Bx;
(4) For every v € Erg(a), the preimage X, := 8~!(v) is measurable and v(X,) = 1.

Proposition 3.4 (integrals and ergodic decomposition). Let (@, u): T' ~ X be a standard
probability action and let 3: X — Erg(a) be an ergodic decomposition of (a, u). For
every f € B(a,Z), the function

X —R

x'—>/xfdﬂx

/de,u=/x(/xfdﬁx) du(x).

Proof. Members of B(«,Z) are Z-linear combinations of characteristic functions of
measurable subsets of X. Therefore, linearity of integration reduces the claim to the
definition of ergodic decomposition. O

is measurable and

A standard probability action always admits an ergodic decomposition. We can even
get a stronger existence result: If a standard action a: I' ~ X admits at least one
invariant probability measure (i.e., Prob(a) # 0), then there exists a universal ergodic
decomposition, namely a function 8: X — Erg(a) that is an ergodic decomposition for
every standard probability action (@, u): I' ~ X.

Theorem 3.5 (ergodic decomposition theorem [19, Section 4]). Let a: I' ~ X be a
standard action and let us assume that the standard Borel space X admits at least
one I'-invariant probability measure. Then there exists a map : X — Erg(a) that for
every u € Prob(a) is an ergodic decomposition of (a, u): T' ~ X.

Remark 3.6 ([19, Lemma 4.1]). Let @: I’ ~ X be a measurable action of a countable
group on a standard Borel space, let u € Prob(a), and let 8: X — Erg(a) be an ergodic
decomposition of I' ~ (X, u).
Let A C X be a measurable subset that is S-compatible in the sense that
Viyex Bx =By = (x € A & ycA).

Then, we have
Viex X €A &= B,(A) = 1.
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Indeed, let x € A. From -compatibility, we obtain that Xz C A, and so 5,(A) >
Bx(Xp,) = 1. Thus, B(A) = 1. If x € X \ A, then we can apply the same argument
(with A also X \ A is S-compatible) to show that 8,(X \ A) = 1, whence 8;(A) = 0.

Remark 3.7. Leta: I' ~ X be astandard action, let u € Prob(a),andlet 8: X — Erg(a)
be an ergodic decomposition of (a, u): I' ~ X. If the given I'-action « is essentially free
with respect to u, then for u-almost every x € X, it is also essentially free with respect
to By: Indeed, if @: I' ~ X is essentially free, then A := {x € X | I’y # 1} is measurable
and p(A) = 0. The identity

0=pa)= [ Bu(a) dut)
yields that 8, (A) = 0 for u-almost every x € X.

Proposition 3.8. Let M be an oriented closed connected manifold with fundamental
group T. Let (a, p): T' ~ X be a standard probability action and let B: X — Erg(a) be
an ergodic decomposition of (a, u). Then, for every strict chain ¢ € C.(M;B(a,Z)), the
map

F.: X — Ry

X — Icl(ﬂ’aﬁx)

is measurable and

el @ = [ 1l dut)

Proof. Measurability of the function x +— |c| (@) follows from Proposition 3.4. Let
c= Z;”:l fi ® oj € C.(M;B(a,Z)) be in reduced form. Then

le] (@r) = Z / | f7] dp (definition)
j=17X
= Z/(/|fl| d,Bx) du(x) (Proposition 3.4)
Jj=1 X\JX
- / (Z / 11 dﬁX) du(x) (linearity)
X\j=1 X

= [11#) auco.
X

as claimed. O
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4. Proof of Theorem 1.1

Regarding the proof of Theorem 1.1, we have shown that the parametrised simpli-
cial volume can be computed via strict fundamental cycles. The strict chain com-
plex B(a, Z) ®zr C*(]l7l ; Z) is, in general, not countable; our goal is now to reduce to a
countable subcomplex X, (M, a; Z) that works uniformly for all probability measures on
the given standard action. We proceed in two steps: We reduce the singular simplices and
the measurable function spaces separately and then combine both reductions through the
tensor product.

4.1. Reduction: countably many simplices
We first show that we need only countably many singular simplices:

Proposition 4.1. Let M be a compact connected manifold with fundamental group T'. Then
there exists a countable ZI'-subcomplex C. of C.(M;Z) such that the inclusion C, —>
C. (M ; Z) is a ZI'-chain homotopy equivalence and such that there exists a chain homotopy
inverse of norm at most 1.

Proof. We proceed by the standard inductive simplices selection procedure, similar to the
non-equivariant case of smooth simplices [12, Lemma 18.9]: As a compact manifold, M
is homotopy equivalent to a countable (even finite) simplicial complex M’ [11, 16, 18].
The chain complex C.(M; Z) is thus ZI'-chain homotopy equivalent to C,(M’; Z), where
the chain homotopies in both directions may be chosen of norm at most 1. Therefore, we
may and will assume that M itself is a countable simplicial complex.

Let S be the set of all singular simplices of M that are (geometric realisations of)
simplicial maps to M, defined on iterated barycentric subdivisions of the standard simplices.
Using inductive (relative) simplicial approximation we can thus find a family (/- : A%™ @ x
[0,1] = M) i) of continuous maps with the following properties:

o emap(A*
e The set S is closed under taking faces and under the deck transformation action.
e For all o € map(A*, M), we have hy (-, 1) € S.

o If o € §, then A, is the constant homotopy from o to itself.

e For all o € map(A*, M) and all y € T, we have hy.oc =% he.

e Foralln e N,all j € {0,...,n}, and every singular n-simplex o € map(A”, ]\71),
we have ho o (1; Xidp 1) = hm”j where ¢} : A1 — A" denotes the inclusion
of the j-th face.
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We define C. to be the subcomplex of C.(M;Z) spanned by S, which is countable. The
inclusion i, : C. — C,(M;Z) is aZI'-chain map. Conversely, we define @..: C.(M;Z) —
C, as the ZI'-linear extension of

Va_: A M D.(0) :=hs(-,1);

this indeed is a chain map. Moreover, @, oi, = id¢, and the standard prism decomposition
of A* x [0, 1] shows that i, o @ ~zr id(. 57.7- By construction, [|®.]| < 1. o

Corollary 4.2. Let M be an oriented closed connected manifold with fundamental
group I and let C.. be as provided by Proposition 4.1. Then Z Q@zr C.. contains an integral
Sfundamental cycle of M.

Proof. Let c € Z ®zr C. (M ;Z) be an integral fundamental cycle of M and let ®, be
a chain homotopy inverse as provided by Proposition 4.1. Then (idz ®zr®.)(c) is an
integral fundamental cycle of M that lies in the subcomplex Z ®zr C.. O

4.2. Reduction: countably many functions

Standard Borel spaces have the following uniform regularity property for probability
measures:

Proposition 4.3. Let X be a standard Borel space. Then there exists a countable
subalgebra X of the Borel o-algebra of X that is dense with respect to every probability
measure on X. Le.: For every probability measure u, for every measurable subset A and
every € € Ry, there exists an A’ € X with

u(AnA) <e.

Proof. As X is a standard Borel space, we may assume without loss of generality that X
is the Borel space associated with a separable metric space Y. Let Y’ C Y be a countable
dense subset. Then the algebra X generated by {U,(y) | y € Y’, r € Q>¢} has the claimed
property (here, U, (y) denotes the open ball of radius r and centre in y with respect to the
metric of Y):

Indeed, let u be a probability measure on X and let A C Y be measurable. By regularity
on standard Borel spaces [9, Theorem 17.10], we have

u(A) = inf{,u(U) | UcXisopenand A C U}.

Hence, it suffices to prove the claim if A is open. If A is open, then A = J,,exy Un, Where
each of the U, is of the form U, (y) with y € Y’ and r € Q-¢, because {U,(y) | y €
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Y’, r € Qs0} is a basis for the topology on Y. Then

n

Juj)

=0

u(A) = lim p
n—00

So, for every € € R., if n € N is large enough, then U := U:Lo U; satisfies u(A A U) =
u(A\ U) < g; moreover, by construction, U € X. O

Corollary 4.4. LetI" ~ X be a standard action. Then there exists a I'-invariant countable
subalgebra X of the Borel o-algebra on X that is dense with respect to every probability
measure on X.

Proof. Let X be a subalgebra as provided by Proposition 4.3. Then the algebra generated
by {y-A| A e€ZX, y € I'} has the claimed property. O

4.3. Reduction: countably many parametrised chains
We now combine the geometric and the dynamical reduction steps:

Proposition 4.5. Let M be an oriented closed connected n-manifold, let T" := (M),
and let C, be as provided by Proposition 4.1. Moreover, let I' ~ X be a standard action,
let ¥ be as in Corollary 4.4, and let Bs(a,Z) := Spanz{xya | A € £} C B(«a,Z). Then
the chain complex
%.(M,a;Z) :=Bs(a,Z) ®zr C.

has the following property: For every a-invariant probability measure v on X, we have

|M| (@v) _ inf{ Ic] (@) | c € X.(M,a;2Z) is a strict fundamental cycle}.
Proof. By Proposition 2.8, we know that |M| (@) can be computed by fundamental
cycles in B(a, Z) ®zr C.(M;Z). We split the argument into the following steps:

%.(M,a;Z) < B(a,Z) ®zr C. = B(a,Z) ®zr C.(M; Z).
First, we have
|Mm| (@) = inf{ R | ¢ € B(@,Z) ®zr C. is a fundamental cycle},

because: Clearly, we have “<”. Conversely, let ®,: C, (1\7 ;Z) — C, be a ZI'-chain

homotopy inverse of the inclusion C, — C.(M;Z) with ||®.|| < 1, as provided by
Proposition 4.1. Then

idg(a.2) ®2zr®.: B(a,Z) ®zr C.(M;Z) — B(a,Z) ®zr C.

is a chain homotopy inverse of B(a, Z) ®7r C. — B(«, Z)®zrC. (1\7 ; Z) that is compatible
with integral chains and thus maps fundamental cycles to fundamental cycles. Moreover,
lidg(a,z) ®zr®«|| < 1. Therefore, “>" holds as well.
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Second, we have
|M| (@) = inf{ |c] (¥ | ¢ € 2.(M,a;Z) is a fundamental cycle},

because: Again, “<” is clear. For the converse estimate, let ¢ € B(«,Z) ®zr C,, be a
fundamental cycle and let € € R.(. We construct a fundamental cycle ¢’ € 2,(M, a; Z)
with [¢’ = ¢|‘*”) < &. As C, is a chain complex and c is a fundamental cycle, c is of the
form ¢ = ¢z + dd for some integral fundamental cycle ¢z € Z®zr C,, — B(a, Z) ®zr C,,
and some d € B(a,Z) ®zr Cu+1. Using the density result of Proposition 4.3, we
obtain that By (a,Z) is dense in B(a,Z) with respect to the L!'-norm induced by v.
Hence, also By (a,Z) ®zr C. is dense in B(«,Z) ®zr C.. In particular, there exists a
chain @’ € By (a,Z) &1 Cyyy with [d’ — d| (") < &/(n+2). Then

¢ =cz+0d
is a fundamental cycle in X,,(M, a; Z) and
I’ =] ) = 10(d" = d)| ') < (n+2) - |d' —d|@) <e¢,

as desired. O

4.4. Proof of the ergodic decomposition formula

We prove Theorem 1.1 using the countable setting in Proposition 4.5. We first establish
notation:

Let M be an oriented closed connected n-manifold, let I := 71 (M) and let C. be as
provided by Proposition 4.1. Let @: I' ~ X be a standard action and let X, (M, «; Z) be
the chain complex provided by Proposition 4.5. Let FC(M, @) C £,,(M, a;Z) be the set
of all fundamental cycles of M in X,(M, a;Z).

We use an integral fundamental cycle as baseline: There exists an integral fundamental
cycle cz € Z®zr C, (Corollary 4.2). As By («, Z) contains all constant Z-valued functions,
we can view cz as a fundamental cycle in Z.(M, a;Z). We set v := |cz];.

Let u be a I'-invariant probability measure on X and let 8: X — Erg(«) be an ergodic
decomposition of I' ~ (X, u). For ¢ € X,(M, a; Z), we recall that

Fe: X — Ry

X — |C|(w,ﬁx)
is an integrable function (Proposition 3.8). By Proposition 4.5, for all x € X, we have

MB) = inf  Fo(x).
| | cEFCH(IM,a) C(X)
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We emphasise that FC(M, @) is countable. As a countable infimum of integrable functions
the function

F:X—)Rzo

> inf  Fe(x) = [M|(®F)
. ceFC(M,a) e(x) = M|

is measurable and bounded by ||M||z; hence, F is u-integrable and
/|M| (@Bx) qu(x) = / F du (definition of F)
X X
= |M| (@-m) (Lemma 4.6 below)

It remains to show the second equality, i.e., that we can indeed swap taking this specific
infimum with integration.

Lemma 4.6. In the situation above, we have

/F du = |M| (@),
X

Proof. On the one hand, by definition, F < F, for all ¢ € FC(M, ). In particular,
monotonicity of the integral gives

Fdu < inf F.du.
./x H ceFC(M,a)‘/); c O

= inf [¢](@®) (Proposition 3.8)
ceFC(M,a)
= |M| (@) (Proposition 4.5)

For the converse inequality, we use the “self-referentiality” of the construction
to produce fundamental cycles in C.(M;B(a,Z)) with “small” norm: For notational
convenience, we enumerate the countable set FC(M, a) as cg,cq,.... Let € € Ryy.
For n € N, we consider the set

Ay ={xe X| len] (9P < |m) (@B +&}.

Then, A, is measurable and I" - A,, = A,,. Moreover, | J,,cjy An = X by Proposition 4.5.
Let N € N be so large that A := U,I:]:() A, satisfies u(X \ A) < &. We then consider the

pairwise disjoint family (A_n)ne{O N} given by Ap := Ap and

.....
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Then, also the Kn are measurable and satisfy I" - Z,, = X,,. By construction, A = |_|f:’: 0 X,,
and

c= ZXXn “en+xx\a -z € C.(M; B(e, Z))
n=0

is a strict fundamental cycle of M (Remark 2.9). We show that |c| (@) js small enough:
By construction, the sets A,, are 8-compatible. Foralln € {0,...,N} and all x € A,,, we
thus have 8,(A,) = 1 (Remark 3.6) and so

Fe(x) = len] P < MR 4 & < F(x) + 6

furthermore, F¢|x\a = |cz|1. We conclude that

N
e < el 0 = [ reau= [ ras [ Foan
n=0 n

+sd,u+/ v du
X\A

'/A d,u+Z,u(A) e+u(X\A)- v

n=0

de+/1(A)-8+s-vS/qu+8-(1+v).
X

IA

><\ IIL\IAﬂz HMZ

<

Therefore, taking € — 0 shows that |M| (am) < /x F du. O

This finishes the proof of Theorem 1.1.
Finally, we mention two straightforward directions of generalisations:

Remark 4.7 (general spaces). The following version of Theorem 1.1 also holds: Let
M be a path-connected topological space that has the homotopy type of a countable
CW-complex and that admits a universal covering. Let I := 71 (M), leta: I' ~ X be a
standard action, and let u € Prob(a). If € H.(M;L*(a, u, Z)) is an integral homology
class (i.e., coming from H,.(M;Z)) and 8: X — Erg(a) is an ergodic decomposition
of (o, u): ' ~ X, then

e = 108 duco).

Indeed, all of our proofs work on this level of generality. We restricted ourselves to the
manifold/fundamental class case to keep the notation somewhat lighter.

Remark 4.8 (general decompositions). Moreover, decomposition formulas as in The-
orem 1.1 and Remark 4.7 also hold for other decompositions of the base measure (as

62



Integral foliated simplicial volume and ergodic decomposition

in Definition 3.3, but with maps to Prob(«) instead of Erg(a)), not only for the er-
godic decomposition. Indeed, we never used the fact that the measures occurring in the
decomposition are ergodic.
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